
Jml=y 2, 1954 

Professor Henry I. :;ohn 
F?adiologkal Laboratory 
University of California &dfcal Center 
San .i~ancisoo 22, Calif. 

Dear Dr. Kohnt 

Thank you for your letter of ths 27th. I am sorry that I&. kdel- 
bag xdsunderstood ny cement about the distribution 0% E. coli W-&7&. 
Once having trammitt&. this oulture, I had no intention of restx-r',cttig 
or qualifying its further disttibution, and 1 am pleased a.+, your intamst 
irz it. I did mention #at I would be cmrioue to learn wha elm might be 
using diploids, and perhaps t&is is the basis of Dr, Adelbesg's inference 
hbout the necessity for pemlssion. 1 wm3.d be happy +t collaborate wCtl:, 
you if it were physically convenient, but it is difficult r"or me to sos 
what I could do tlxit you are not already @J prepared fop. 

So, bf the strains that Dr, Adelbsrg now has would ~6% your puqmso 
thtws Fs no mason why you should not obttin them from Mm 6imctly. L 
will be interested in the outcone of your experimmts, for cozqparfsorz 
with .l?y own, rf I can b% OS any ckirQct Qs343mc0,, ploaae 5et zle k?low. 

I did. some work on tM.s problem myseX some yams a.;oO though the 'bul2 
of it was tith ultraviolet. I was surprised to Efm3. tkt hapXohd and 

a.nc? dlploid cultures had identical surv%val cxrvea. I x-ma also usable to 
obtain any concmate evidence for the o~curmmx of indwxd recessive lethals, 
which was the primary objective of the expssfmonts. Ars be& 88 I can somX 
now a few expeplnsnts wit& X-mya, in the dose rage from. 33 - 103 kr, gave 
very 3btCi.a results. Radiations az3d other rmtsgfms did hsve sow mxm~hnbie 
effects on diploids, These have not beon Pttlly analyz.ed 8s yet, 8s the stu- 
dsnt who bsgc;lil to work on the probkm was diverted by 2Ynding a phags-medir;t& 
transdu&Pon in the course of MS pre1Lminaz-y mqxM.iwnts, and desided to 
pmfia~ jM.3 instead, As far as our analysis went, we ooncluded that an ina- 
dkated e&S diploid cell gave a &me in wkichg for savesal ~emenatfons, t:.mx 
was a high probabPlSty of obcxrra3ce 0 f haploid aegregants and adodctie 
(reor,p.aiaeil) diploids, The cell at the t&m of irr&.tat-ion did not sems 
thesmfore, to be the un3.t of response. 15 setious ‘tmuble I.?? tm3, &x2 relateS t 
analyses is the raultimclsate charaster of the bacteria. AE abbrotia*ted a3ccom 
of these experimetnts was plhblished fa the Gold Spring Yarbor Syriapclsim for 
195&- 3Q% p. 42%430. .I ai?l hopin& to go back to a% ~~zestsorz of rQcessfvt3 
lethals at an eark~ opportur,ity, but at the pmss3.t 't&3, 3 think %2x&. 
yeast (haploid and d9pZoid with several hetero%ygms ~mxkem) is b,r c&. WQ+ 
the bss$ expwisaentd Iraterhal for this kktxd of stu&, 


